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T  O  T  H  E 


A  U 


OF  THE 


New  Defcription  o/'Merryland, 

I 


S  I  R, 

H  E  S  E  Sheets  can  be  Ad- 
dreffed  to  no  Perfon,  fo  pro¬ 
per  as  You,  who  was  the 
Occafion  of  writing  them ; 
and  whatever  Imperfections  may  be 
difcovered  in  them,  You  muft  in  great 
Meafure  be  anfwerable  for. 

A  2  My 

*  i- 


dedication. 


IV 


M  y  Title  Page  will  already  have 
informed  You,  that  You  are  not  here 
to  expedt  the  ufual  Compliments,  and 
Panegyrical  Rapfodies  generally  found 

in  Dedicatory  Epiftles  - -  No,  Sir, 

1  fcorn  to  make  Ufe  of  Flattery  on 
any  Occalion,  and  have  the  ftrongefi 
Reafon  in  the  World  to  avoid  it,  when 
I  addrefs  my  felf  to  You. 

M  y  Intention  is  to  be  Sincere,  and 
to  fhew  You  for  once,  a  Dedication 
which  even  You,  Sir,  cannot  accufe 
of  the  leaf!  Adulation,  Infincerity, 
or  any  mercenary  View. 

I  am  forry,  I  cannot  compliment 
You,  on  your  great  Learning,  brilli- 
•  ant  Wit,  and  admirable  judgment, 
tho’  others  have  moft  liberally  ex¬ 
tolled  You,  I  own  lincerely  I  cannot 
Co  far  comply  with  the  Fafhion,  as 
to  join  in  the  common  Cry ;  for 

what- 
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DEDICATION,  v 

whatever  Deference  I  may  pay  to 
fome  of  your  Admirers,  I  am  bound 
fo  pay  a  greater  Refpedt  to  my  own 
Underftanding. 

I  profess  my  felf  one  of  thofe 
who  cannot  entertain  the  leaft  favour- 
able  Notion  of  your  learned  Abilities, 
nor  exprefs  the  fmalleft  Approbation 
of  your  late  celebrated  Performance ; 
and,  I  flatter  my  felf  thefe  Sheets 
will  give  feveral  People  as  mean  an 
Opinion  of  Both,  as  I  have ;  it  will 
diflipate  the  Cloud  from  before  the 
Eyes  of  many  of  your  Readers,  and 
let  them  fee  how  much  they  have  been 
miftaken. 

i  /  .*  y 

A  s  my  Intention  was  purely  to 
detect  You,  and  inftrudt  your  ignorant 
Admirers,  I  have  wrote  freely,  with¬ 
out  any  Concern,  what  You,  or  any 
fnarling  Critic  may  think  of  my  Stile, 
or  Method  :  you  will  find  here  no  At- 

tempts 


vi  DEDICATION. 

tempts  to  appear  learned  or  witty,  no 
high  Flights,  or  embellifhing  Flourifhes, 
but  a  plain  Stile  adapted  to  the  mean- 
eft  Capacity,  even  fuch  as  one  of 
your  Capacity  may  be  capable  of 
comprehending. 

Having  told  You  the  Reafon 
of  my  writing,  it  will  perhaps  be 
demanded,  why  I  delayed  it  fo  long  : 
To  which  I  anfwer,  that  great  Part  of 
This,  was  wrote  in  November  laft, 
loon  after  I  faw  your  Libel,  but  Quo¬ 
tidian  Avocations,  the  Hurry  of  the 
Seafon  coming  on,  and  want  of  Health, 
prevented  my  finifhing  it  at  that  Time, 
and  out  of  mere  Lazinefs  and  In¬ 
appetency,  I  threw  it  by  as  unripe 
Fruit,  and  buffered  it  to  Be,  as  if  it 
had  never  been ;  thus  it  lay  for 
fome  Time,  but  having  more  Lei- 
fiire  lince,  I  at  laft  refolved.  to  fi~ 
nifh  it. 


1  KNOW 
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I  know  not  what  may  be  the 
Fate  or  Succels  of  this  Performance, 
nor  am  I  very  follicitous  about  it, 
being  confcious  the  Defign  is  honeft, 
the  Subject  neceflary,  and  the  Exe¬ 
cution  the  beft  my  Time,  my  Abi¬ 
lities  and  my  Health  would  permit, 
which  cannot  bear  the  Labour  of 
much  filing  and  polifhing. 

I 

,  « 

I  f  it  makes  You  fenfible  of  your 
Folly,  and  induces  You  to  turn 
thofe  few  Particles  of  Reafon  with 
which  Providence  has  endowed  You, 
to  better  Ufes,  if  it  corredts  the 
vicious  TafLe  of  even  a  few  of 
your  Readers,  I  fhall  not  grudge 
my  Labour :  But,  as  for  making  a 
thorough  Reformation,  in  the  de¬ 
praved  Gout  of  the  Generality  of 
People  in  this  lapfed  State,  I  never 
entertained  the  moll  remote  Vanity, 
to  think  any  Endeavour  of  mine, 

could 


viii  DEDICATION. 

could  make  fc  material  a  Change 
in  the  Nation,  efpecially  when  the 
Devil,  the  World,  and  the  Flefh, 
are  on  the  other  Side  of  the  Que- 
ftion. 


< 


.-i  y  / 

I  am. 


BaTKj  20  ON.  1741., 


THE 


PUBLISHER 

t  O  THE 


REA 


HE  following  Sheets  were 
lately  fent  me  from  an  un¬ 
known  Hand  to  be  publi di¬ 
ed  ^  and  I  take  this  Oppor¬ 
tunity  of  returning  my  Thanks  to  the 
Perfon  ( whoever  he  be)  that  was  pleafed 
to  do  me  this  Favour ;  at  the  fame 

a  Time 


ii  The  Publisher 

‘Time  I  think  it  incumbent  on  me  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  my  Obligations  to  the  other 
Gentleman ,  againfl  whom  thefe  Sheets 
are  wrote. 

THAT  Gentlemait  was  pleafed  to 
give  me  the  fir  ft  Offer  of  publijhing  The 
New  Defcription  of  Merryland, 
which  for  particular  Reafons  I  declined 
to  accept,  and  had  the  Pleafure  to  find 
the  Excufe  I  made,  for  not  publijhing 
it,  was  honoured  with  his  Approbation ; 
as  I  was  indebted  to  him  for  his  kind 
Offer,  I  thought  I  could  not  in  Honour 
publijh  any  Thing  afterwards  that  feem- 
ed  to  refleSl  on  Him,  or  his  TV ritings, 
without  fir  ft  obtaining  his  Confent ,  for 
which  Reafon,  as  foon  as  I  had  read 
over  the  folio-wing '  Sheets,  I  troubled 
him  with  this  Tetter. 


S  1  R , 


to  the  Reader.  ,  iii 

Bath,  16  Sept.  1741. 

SIR , 

fk  S  you  were  fo  kind  lafi  Winter 
7'  \  to  offer  me  your  New  Delcrip- 
tion  of  Merrylan  d,  I  look  on  my 
felf  under  the  fame  Obligations  as  if  I 
had  aElually  accepted  the  Favour ,  and 
reaped  the  Profits  of  that  W ?rk  ;  and 
out  of  Gratitude  take  this  Opportunity 
of  informing  you ,  A  Criticifn  on  that 
Pamphlet  was  fent  to  me  Tefterday  from 
an  unknown  Hand ,  in  order  for  Pub¬ 
lication  :  As  it  would  ill  become  me  to 
meddle  with  it ,  without  your  Leave ,  fo 
on  the  other  Hand ,  my  negleEiing  to 
print  it  might  probably  ddfoblige  the 
Gentleman  who  fent  it ,  and  could  do 
you  no  Service ,  for  it  would  foon  be 
publilhed  by  fome  or  other  of  my  Bre¬ 
thren. 


a  2 


PLEASE 


« 


The  Publisher 


P  LEASE  to  favour  me  with  your 
Orders  how  to  behave  in  this  Matter , 
for  my  ConduEi  Jhall  be  intirely  go¬ 
verned  by  fuch  Commands  as  you  pleafe 
to  bejiow  GUj 


SIR , 

♦ 

Your  much  Obliged , 

And  mojl  Obedient 
Humble  Servant ,  &c. 

v  .  ■  « 


TO  this  Letter  I  was  favoured \  by 
Return  of  the  Pojl ,  with  the  following 
Anfwer. 


SIR , 


to  the  Reader.  ? 

21  Sept .  1741. 

I  'Thank  you  for  your  Information 
about  the  Criticifm  on  Merry  land ; 
if  it  comes  from  the  learned  Gentleman 
I  have  Reafon  to  guefs  at ,  I  fhall  think 
my  felf  much  honoured,  and  the  Public 
will  be  well  entertained  by  it ;  but  who¬ 
ever  is  the  Author ,  if  you  believe  it 
worth  your  while ,  print  it.  I  would 
not  fupprefs  it  were  it  in  my  Power , 
for  I  never  pretended  to  a  faultlefs 
TVork  j  and  if  this  Criticifm  has  any 
Ingenuity  in  it,  it  may  be  injlruElive  to 
Me  and  Others ;  if  it  is  nothing  but  mere 
Cavil,  I  fhall  defpife  it ;  and  if  it  de- 
ferves  any  Reply,  I  fhall  probably  give 
you  the  Opportunity  of  publifhing  One. 

i- ' 

I  am. 


Tours,  See 


The  Publisher,  &c. 


HA  V 1 N  G  thus  obtained  Leave, 
from  the  Gentleman  principally  concern¬ 
ed ,  I  have  nothing  more  to  do  but  fub- 
mit  the  Work  to  the  Public by  vohofe 
‘Judgment  its  Merit  is  to  be  "Tried \  and 
on  whofe  Reception  of  it, ,  its  good  or 
ill-Succefs  mujl  depend. 
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MER  RYLAN 

l 


DISPLAYED,  &c. 


F  the  common  Obfervation  be 
juft,  that  a  Judgment  may  be 
formed  of  the  Learning,  Wit, 
or  Humour,  of  any  Age  or 
Country,  by  fuch  Books  as  meet 
with  the  beft  Reception,  and 
are  moft  generally  read  and  commended,  fure- 
ly  the  Tafte  of  our  prelent  Readers  mu  ft  ap¬ 
pear  moft  ridiculous  and  defpicable.  Inftances 
may  indeed  be  given  of  former  Times,  in 
which  Books  of  the  greateft  Merit  were  for  a 
long  Time  wholly  disregarded,  and  afterwards 
met  with  the  Encouragement  they  deferved, 
being  raifed  from  their  former  Obfcurity  by 
fome  choice  Spirits,  to  be  univerfally  read  and 
admired  :  But  if  our  Anceftors,  in  the  darkeft 
Days  of  their  Ignorance,  or  the  Generality  in 
later  Times,  had  fo  little  Tafte  as  not  to  dif- 

B  cern 
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» 

cern  the  Beauties  of  fome  valuable  Works,  I 
can  recolledt  no  Inftance  of  their  being  fo 
foolifh  as  to  extol  with  ftrained  Encomiums, 
Works  of  the  greateft  Stupidity  and  Dulnefs ; 
and  join  as  it  were  with  one  Confent,  in 
praifing  and  recommending  fuch  Writings,  as 
even  the  impudent  Authors  t  hem  fe  Ives  would 
be  afhamed  to  own. 

H  ow  it  happens  that  the  prefent  Age  has 
run  into  this  Folly,  or  rather  Madnefs,  I  {hall 
not  pretend  to  fay  ;  but  that  it  has  fo  happen¬ 
ed,  in  the  moft  extravagant  Degree,  is  too 
manifeft  to  be  denied,  and  moft  notorioufly 
fo  with  relpedl  to  a  late  Pamphlet. 

T  o  explode  a  vicious  Tafte,  and  fhew 
the  World  their  Error,  is  the  Defign  of  thefe 
Sheets,  wherein  I  fhall  examine  the  fo  much 
applauded  Piece,  and  do  not  doubt  but  every 
one,  who  will  take  the  Trouble  to  read  This, 
will  be  afhamed  he  ever  commended  That . 

The  Pamphlet  I  mean  to  animadvert  on  is 
intituled,  A  New  Description  of 
Merryland,  publiflied  in  October  laft : 
It  has  (to  my  great  Aftoniihment)  been  gene¬ 
rally  cried  up,  among  all  Sorts  of  People,  as 
a  Mafter-piece  of  Wit  and  Humour  ;  it  has 
by  many  been  reputed  the  Work  of  one  of 
the  moft  celebrated  Wits  of  our  Age;  and  fo 
great  has  been  the  Demand  for  it,  that  in 

about 
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about  three  Months  it  went  thros  Seven  Edi¬ 
tions,  befides  fome  Thoufands  of  pirated  Co- 
pies  that  were  fold  in  Town  and  Country, 
The  fame  may  be  faid  of  it,  as  Mr  Pope  fays 
of  the  Beggars  Opera ,  viz,  “  It  was  a  Piece 
<c  of  Satire  which  hit  all  Taftes  and  Degrees 
£C  of  Men,  from  thofe  of  the  higheffc  Qua- 
“  lity  to  the  very  Rabble  That  Verfe 
of  Horace , 

Primores  populi  arripuit ,  popalum q\  tributim , 

€f  could  never  be  fo  juftly  applied  as  to  this : 
“  The  vaft  Succefs  of  it  was  unprecedented 
and  almoft  incredible  So  that  it  has 
exceeded  every  Thing  lately  publifhed,  in 
point  of  Sale,  as  much  as  in  want  of  Merit. 
And  befides  this,  it  has  occafioned  the  re- 
publifhing  and  felling  feveral  other  Pamphlets 
of  the  fame  Stamp,  which  had  long  been 
neglected  and  forgot  :  For  the  Bookfeliers 
perceiving  the  Tafte  of  the  Age,  by  the 
great  Demand  for  this  Pamphlet,  faw  it  was 
a  proper  Seafon  to  reprint  all  the  fmutty 
Stuff  they  could  think  of,  to  humour  the 
prevailing  Gout  of  the  Town,  and  fcratch  the 
callous  Appetites  of  their  debauched  Readers. 

I T  is  aftonifhing  to  me  when  I  confider 
the  extravagant  Encomiums  that  have  been  fo 
generally  made  on  this  Performance ;  I  have 
heard  the  Author  extolled  to  the  Skies  for  his 

R  2  Learning, 
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Learning,  great  Reading,  Wit,  and  Humour ; 
his  Learning  and  great  Reading  (fay  our  wife 
Judges)  appear  in  every  Chapter ;  it  is  plain  he 
mu  ft  be  well  read  (fay  they)  in  Anatomy, 
Natural  Hiftory,  Travels,  Geography,  Hifto- 
ry.  Navigation,  and  what  not  ?  His  Claffic 
Learning  and  Tafte  for  Poetry  like  wife  ap¬ 
pear  by  his  Quotations  from  various  Authors, 
and  his  proper  Application  of  them  is  a  Proof 
of  his  good  Judgment.  Befides,  fay  they, 
that  he  has  an  infinite  Fund  of  Wit  and  Hu¬ 
mour  is  evident  in  every  Paragraph.  I  could 
never  have  believed  it  poffible  for  any  Body 
to  talk  at  this  idle  Rate,  if  I  had  not  fre¬ 
quently  heard  it  my  felf,  and  that  not  only 
from  People  of  the  loweft  Rank,  but  from 
Perfons  of  feme  Character  and  Reputation 
among  Men  of  Letters :  And  yet,  with  all 
due  Deference  to  thefe  rafh  Panegyrifts,  I  am 
not  afhamed  to  differ  from  them  in  Opinion, 
but  after  all  they  have  faid,  I  will  boldly  ven¬ 
ture  to  affirm,  that  this  Pamphlet,  which 
they  have  fo  much  celebrated,  is  fo  far  from 
having  the  leaft  Merit,  that  it  is  abfolutely 
void  of  all  Learning,  Wit,  or  Humour,  is  no¬ 
thing  better  than  a  poor,  low,  ftupid  Piece  of 
Qbfcenity,  and  that  the  moft  barefaced  Plagia- 
rifm,  grofs  Ribaldry  and  Nonfenfe,  are  the 
Ingredients  which  make  up  the  naufeous  Com- 
pofition.  This  is  what  I  undertake  to  demon- 
ftrate  in  the  following  Sheets,  in  fpite  of  all 
the  great  Opinions  given  to  the  contrary. 

I  SHOULD 


I  should  not  have  meddled  with  this 
Author  or  his  Works,  if  the  ridiculous  Praifes 
beftowed  on  him  by  his  Readers,  and  the  in- 
folent  Liberties  he  has  taken  with  his  Betters, 
did  not  provoke  me  to  it.  Thefe  things  raifed 
in  me  a  juft  Indignation,  and  gave  me  a  Cu- 
riofity  to  enquire  more  narrowly,  than  I  other- 
wife  fhould  have  done,  into  the  Rife  and  Pro- 
grefs  of  this  celebrated  Work,  to  ferret-out  the 
real  Author,  and  examine  by  what  Means  fo 
paltry  a  Performance  happened  to  meet  with  fo 
kind  a  Reception  from  the  Public.  I  have 
fucceeded  in  my  Enquiry  beyond  Expectation, 
and  (hall  acquaint  his  Admirers  with  fome 
Particulars  which  I  have  difcovered,  and  then 
leave  them  to  blufh  for  the  rath  Commenda¬ 
tions  they  have  fo  liberally  but  undefervedly 
beftowed. 

I  am  forry  to  find  that  fome  of  the  Fair- 
Sex,  as  well  as  the  Men,  have  too  freely  tefti- 
fied  their  Approbation  of  this  pretty  Pamphlet, 
as  they  call  it,  and  that  over  a  Tea-Table 
fome  of  them  make  no  more  Scruple  of  men¬ 
tioning  Merry  land ,  than  any  other  other  Part 
of  the  Creation  :  It  feems  they  like  this  Book, 
becaufe  (as  they  pretend)  there  is  not  a  baudy 
Word  in  it  5  but  I  wifh  the  true  Reafon  is 
not,  there  not  being  a  Page,  fcarce  a  Para¬ 
graph,  without  fome  fmutty  Allufion,  which 
k  feems  now-a-Days  is  not  looked  on  as  im- 

modeft. 
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moded,  nor  is  any  Thing  fo  efteemed,  tho’ 
ever  fo  lafcivious,  bat  what  is  expreffed  in  the 
coarfeft,  plained  Terms. 

I  propose  to  trace  the  Writer  regularly 
from  his  Title-page  to  his  Conclufion,  that  I 
may  the  more  effectually  expofe  the  Deformi¬ 
ties  of  his  Work,  and  point  out  the  number- 
lefs  Paflages  he  has  ftolen,  and  whence  he  dole 
them ;  I  fhall  (hew  his  Ignorance  and  his  Im¬ 
pudence  in  this  fhameful  Compofition  and  mud 
defire  him  not  to  wonder  if  I  ufe  him  a  little 
roughly  ;  let  him  confider  he  has  given  the 
jhighed  Provocation,  and  as  he  has  without 
Caufe  taken  the  Liberty  to  ridicule  others,  he 
has  no  Reafon  to  complain  however  feverely 
he  may  be  lafhed ;  let  him  confider,  it  is  not 
I  but  his  own  Folly  has  brought  him  under 
this  Chadifement  j  and  if  he  is  not  utterly 
void  of  Shame  or  Gratitude,  indead  of  find¬ 
ing  Fault  with  this  gentle  Correction,  let  him 
thank  his  Stars,  and  my  Clemency,  that  I  for¬ 
bear  to  point  him  out,  by  publifhing  his  Name 
and  Place  of  Abode.  This  he  may  be  affured 
it  is  in  my  Power  to  do,  in  fpite  of  all  his  af¬ 
fected  Secrecy  and  Caution.  I  know  him, 
and  could  name  him,  and  what  Advantage  it 
would  be  to  him  to  be  pointed  at  as  the  Au¬ 
thor  of  a  dull  impudent  Pamphlet  I  leave  him 
to  judge. 


* 


1  n  hopes  of  his  Amendment,  his  Name  at 
prefent  (hall  be  concealed,  which  is  all  the  Fa¬ 
vour  I  fhall  (hew  him  5  but  fhould  the  Re¬ 
ception  his  Work  has  hitherto  met  with,  en¬ 
courage  him  to  fcribble  again,  he  may  take 
my  Word  for  it,  he  {hall  foon  be  humbled, 
and  chadded  without  Mercy. 

I  have  faid,  1  know  the  Author ,  I  aver 
it  again  upon  Honour,  and  affure  the  World, 
he  is  far  from  having  ever  been  fufpedted  for 
a  Wit,  or  Man  of  Learning,  nor  has  he  ever 
{hewn  the  lead  Glimmering  of  either  5  not 
one  of  his  Acquaintance,  even  his  warmed 
and  mod  intimate  Friends,  can  fay  more  in 
Commendation  of  his  Talents,  than  that  he 
is  a  very  plain,  dull,  humdrum  Fellow,  as  in- 
fipid  in  Converfation,  as  a  Chip  in  Pottage. 

I  t  will  be  afked  then,  how  fuch  a  Man 
was  capable  of  writing  the  Pamphlet  now 
under  our  Confideration  ? - Plave  a  lit¬ 

tle  Patience,  and  I  {hall  {hew,  it  was  very 
feafible  for  one  of  the  meaned  Capacity,  and 
that  the  greated  Wonder  in  this  mighty  Work 
is,  that  any  Body  {hould  admire  it. ' 

I  h  ave  no  Sufpicion  that  he  had  any  Af- 
fidance  in  the  Work,  no,  it  is  all  of  a  Piece, 
and  I  would  not  have  him  robbed  of  the  lead 
Share  of  the  Glory  \  nor  indeed  can  it  be  fup- 

pofed. 


pofed,  that  any  Mail  but  himfelf  would  have 
a  Hand  in  fuch  a  Compofition.  I  mu  ft  like- 
wife  do  him  the  Juftice  to  fay,  it  was  no 
hafty  Performance,  but  done  with  great  De¬ 
liberation,  and  took  him  (as  I  am  well  in¬ 
formed)  more  Months  to  write,  than  there  are 
Sheets  in  the  Book. 

I  shall  now  begin  with  giving  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  original  Rife  of  this  Pamphlet, 
and  fhew  by  what  Arts  and  Accidents  it  at 
firft  obtained  it’s  Reputation ;  I  am  certain  of 
the  Fads,  let  the  Author  deny  them  if  he 
dare. 

The  firft  Conception  was  owing  to  our  Au¬ 
thor's  accidentally  reading  in  Gordons  Geogra¬ 
phical  Grammar  thefe  Words,  which  Mr  Gor¬ 
don  ufes  in  fpeaking  of  Holland ,  viz.  “  the 
<c  Country  lying  very  low ,  if  s  Soil  is  naturally 
«  ajeTy  anc[  fenny  f  Ha !  faid  he,  the 

fame  may  be  faid  of  a  *  *  *  *  as  well  as  of 
Holland  ;  this  Whim  having  once  entered  his 
Noddle,  he  refolved  to  purfue  the  Hint,  and 
try  how  far  he  could  run  the  Parallel ;  his 
wife  Head  fancied  here  was  a  fine  Scope  to  ri¬ 
dicule  the  Geographers,  fo  he  fets  to  fcribbling, 
runs  thro’  Gordons  Grammar,  which  he 
made  the  Plan  of  his  Work,  and  picked  out 
as  many  Paffages  as  he  found  would  bear  any 
Allegory,  or  were  ufeful  to  his  Purpofe  5  hav¬ 
ing  thus  once  begun,  he  fearched  for  Mate¬ 
rials 


m 

rials  in  other  Books,  laboured  hard  in  pil¬ 
laging  Notions  from  every  Author  he  read, 
t  U  had  Pole  enough  to  compleat  his  Defign, 
v  l  .he  digePed  into  Chapters,  as  we  now 
it  1  may  fay  of  him,  what  one  of  our 

JE  jh  Poets  fays,  on  another  OccafiQn, 

h  Fancy  fir d,  his  "Thoughts  with  fcribbling full \ 
he  labour  d  hard  to  be  completely  dull. 

Thus  modi  for  it's  Conception  and 
Growth  in  Embryo ;  the  Mon  Per  being  now 
fully  formed,  and  ripe  for  Birth,  it  was  high 
Time  to  look  out  for  a  Midwife  ;  the  cele¬ 
brated  Mr  Curll  was  thought  the  fitted:  Hand 
for  that  Purpofe,  and,  in  all  Probability,  was 
the  only  one  of  his  Profeffion  who  would  un¬ 
dertake  it.  His  eminent  Ability  and  InduPry 
in  bringing  Works  of  this  Kind  into  the 
World,  as  well  as  his  Art  of  nurfing  them  af¬ 
terwards,  were  fo  well  known,  that  he  was 
pitched  on  without  Hefitation  as  the  propereft 
Perfon  for  this  Jobb.  The  Author  as  much 
afiiamed  to  own  his  Offspring,  and  afraid  of 
being  difcovered  as  a  poor  Wench  in  Labour 
of  a  baftard  Child,  Pole  in  the  Night-Time 
to  a  Tavern  by  Covent-Gar  den ,  like  the  Owl 
in  Ovid’s  Met  amor phofes,  —  Confcia  Culpre , 
ConfpeSlum  lucemque  fugit ,  tenebrifq $  pudorem 
Cel  at, 

Confcious  of  Ill,  he  fhuns  the  Noon-Day-Light, 

And  tkulks  beneath  the  Covert  of  the  Night. 

C  From 
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From  the  Tavern  he  fent  to  Rofe-Street  for 
this  renowned  Operator,  who  immediately 
agreed  upon  Terms,  the  Prefs  was  direftly 
fet  to  work,  and  the  23d  of  October  1740, 
this  famous  Piece  made  it’s  firft  Appearance. 

f  . 

Our  Author  being  now  happily  delivered 
of  his  Offspring,  the  next  Care  was  to  nurfe 
it  well,  and  make  it  appear  to  the  beft  Ad¬ 
vantage  ;  and  that  he  and  the  Publifher  might 
be  the  better  concealed,  the  Title-page  pre¬ 
tended  it  was  printed  at  Bath ;  a  certain  noble 
Peer,  whofe  Competitions  of  Wit  have  been 
univerfally  admired,  happened  to  be  there  at 
this  Time,  and  was  the  firft  who  had  a  Copy 
of  this  Pamphlet,  which  he  fhewed  to  feme 
of  his  Acquaintance,  two  or  three  Days  before 
the  Bookfellers  had  got  them,  or  before  they 
were  published  in  London,  Plis  Lordfhip  fhew- 
ing  this  fo  early  when  nobody  elfe  knew  where 
to  get  it,  and  not  happening  to  exprefs  that 
Deteftation  and  Contempt  which  one  of  Plis 
bright  Genius  muff  inevitably  have  for  fo  dirty 
a  Brat,  and  perhaps  giving  a  Smile  of  Diidain, 
which  the  Fools  about  him  mi  (look  for  Ap¬ 
probation,  they  immediately  took  it  in  their 
Pleads  that  his  Lordfhip  had  a  Finger  in  the 
Pye,  efpecially  as  the  Title-page  faid  it  was 
printed  at  Bath:  This  Notion  was  foon  buz¬ 
zed  about,  and  made  it  eagerly  fought  after ; 
and  it  is  no  wonder  that  ^very  Body  fhould 
have  a  Curiofity  to  read  whatever  has  the  Re¬ 
putation 
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potation  of  coming  from  his  Lordfhip’s  Pen, 
So  very  pofitive  were  feme  People,  and  fo  zea¬ 
lous  to  confirm  this  miftaken  Notion,  that  a 
certain  Perfon  might  here  be  named,  who 
went  fo  far  as  to  fay,  ’twas  certainly  his  Lord- 
fhip’s,  and  as  a  Proof  of  it,  affirmed  to  have 
feen  the  Manufcript  lying  on  his  Table, 

B  y  this  Means  Numbers  were  prepoffefled 
in  Favour  of  the  Pamphlet  before  they  faw 
it,  from  the  well-known  Genius  of  the  repu¬ 
ted  Author.  Others  approved  it  afterwards 
becaufe  the  Subject  fuited  their  capricious 
Tafte  5  and  this  Work  has  fufficiently  con¬ 
firmed  that  old  Adage, 

Pro  Captu  Le Boris  habent  fua  fata  Libelli , 

t(  Books  take  their  Doom  from  each  Perufer’s  Will, 

“  Juft  as  They  think,  they  pafs  for  Good  or  Ill.” 

How  it  happened  that  his  Lordfhip  firft  pro¬ 
duced  this  Work  at  Bath ,  is  neceffary  to  be 
next  mentioned ;  and  I  am  well  affured  Pie 
received  it  from  an  unknown  Hand  by  the 
Poft  from  London ;  this  gives  me  Room  to 
fufpedl  the  artful  Publifher  may  have  fent  it 
with  fome  View  to  his  own  Intereft ;  I  cannot 
venture  to  affirm  this  for  certain,  but  ’tis  not 
importable,  and  if  it  was  fo,  it  certainly  an- 
fwered  the  End  of  giving  the  Work  a  Repu- 
tation2  and  promoting  it’s  Sale  more  effec- 

C  a  tually 
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tually  than  any  Method  he  could  have  fallen 
on. 

Several  other  Perfons  have  been  fufpeo 
ted  as  Authors  of  this  Pamphlet,  juft  as  the 
Caprice  of  different  Readers  have  fuggefted, 
particularly  an  eminent  Phyfician  at  Bath , 
who  happening  to  have  fome  little  Difagree- 
ment  with  the  Gentleman  it  is  dedicated  to, 
was  fuppofed  to  have  vented  his  Refentment 
by  this  Means :  Another  Gentleman  of  the 
fame  Profeffion  in  London  has  been  fufpedted, 
upon  no  better  Authority  than  his  having  a 
few  Years  ago  wrote  a  lufcious  Piece,  intituled, 
The  Oeconomy  of  Love :  I  have  likewife  heard 
an  eminent  Surgeon  named,  and  a  Gentleman 
of  Lincoln  s-Inn ;  but  People  were  wide  of  the 
Mark  in  all  thefe  Conjedures.  I  am  abfo- 
lutely  certain  that  neither  of  thefe  Gentlemen 
knew  any  more  of  the  Matter  than  I  did  : 
They  had  not  the  leaft  Hand  in  it,  or  any 
Knowledge  of  the  Author,  however  it  has 
happened  their  Names  have  helped  to  give  it 
fome  Credit. 

Another  Method  was  taken  at  London 
to  recommend  the  Work,  by  fending  a  Copy 
in  a  Prefent  to  the  Champion ,  together  with 
a  Letter  calculated  for  that  Paper,  which  gave 
that  Writer  (who  had  no  Sufpicion  from  what 
Quarter  it  came)  an  Opportunity  of  paying  a 
Compliment  to  the  Author’s  Ingenuity,  in  his 

Paper 


[  3  3  ] 

Paper  of  the  30th  of  Offlober.  As  the  Cham¬ 
pion  was  pretty  much  read  at  that  Time,  it 
was  wifely  coniidered  by  our  crafty  Pu  hi  idler, 
that  a  handfome  Puff  in  that  Paper  would  pro¬ 
mote  the  Sale  of  his  Pamphlet  much  better, 
and  at  lefs  Expence,  than  the  ufuai  Method 
of  advertifing.  This  was  a  Mader-piece  of 
Curll,  to  make  that  Anti-puffer  the  Champion , 
become  the  Puffer  of  this  Pamphlet  5  and  con¬ 
firmed  that  Character  which  the  Champion 
himfelf  had  given  of  him  but  a  few  Weeks 
before,  viz.  That  no  Man  of  his  Profeffion 
was  fo  fkillful  in  that  Branch  of  the  Craft  and 
Myftery  of  Bookfelling,  in  fo  much  that  he 
dubbed  him  Pujf-Majler- General  of  his  Pro¬ 
feffion. 

B  y  fuch  Arts  and  Accidents  this  famous 
Piece  acquired  ( quod  Divum  nemo  pr omit t ere 
audieret )  the  Reputation  of  Wit,  Humour,  &c. 
how  little  it  deferves  it  will  be  fhewn  in  the 
next  Place. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  take  my  Author 
to  pieces  Chapter  by  Chapter,  drip  him  of  his 
borrowed  Feathers  and  Difguife,  and  then  let 
the  World  judge  of  him  as  they  find  him  in 
his  proper  Colours. 


'  -t 
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OBSERVATIONS 

UPON  THE 

New  Defcription  (?/Merryland* 


HE  Title  Pa g e  fets  out 
with  a  barefaced  Falfity ,  pretend¬ 
ing  it  was  printed  at  Bath 
for  William  Jones,  and  fold  by 
William  Lobb  there.  I  have  al¬ 
ready  fihewn  it  was  printed  in  London  for 
E.  Curll.  As  for  William  Jones ,  there  is 
no  fuch  Man  as  I  can  find  at  Bath ;  and 
for  William  Lobb ,  it  is  true  there  was  for¬ 
merly  a  Bookfeller  of  that  Name,  but  he 
left  the  Bufinefs  many  Years  ago,  and  en¬ 
tered  into  holy  Orders,  which  makes  it  the 
more  impudent  for  our  Author  to  mention  him 
the  Publifher  of  an  obfcene  Pamphlet. 


And 
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A  n  d  here  I  cannot  avoid  taking  Notice  of 
the  extravagant  Price.- — •—Was  there  ever  fuch 
Impudence  ?  to  extort  i  s.  6  d .  for  no  more 
than  about  four  Sheets  of  Ribbaldry  and  Non¬ 
fen  ie,  when  a  good  Sermon  of  almoft  twice 
that  Length,  will  fcarce  fell  for  a  third  Part  of 
the  Money.  Surely  it  is  the  deareft  Book  ever 
published,  whether  it  be  valued  by  the  Bulk, 
or  the  Matter. 

Another  Trick  of  the  Publifher’s  to 
embelifh  the  Work,  is  fuch  a  downright 
C  u  r  l  i  s  m,  that  I  cannot  omit  mentioning  it ; 
after  he  found  the  Pamphlet  pirated,  to  make 
his  differ  from  the  pirated  Editions,  he  adds  a 
Frontifpiece  but  what  is  it?  Why,  it  is  an 
old  Print  of  the  Story  of  Jupiter  delivering 
the  Box  to  Pandora ,  which  might  with  as 
much  Propriety  be  applied  to  any  other  Book, 
as  to  This,  and  is  I  fuppofe  a  Handing  Frontif¬ 
piece  which  our  ingenious  Bookfeller  keeps 
by  him  to  ferve  on  any  Occafion.  This  Plate 
I  find  was  engraved  fo  long  ago  as  the  Year 
2712,  for  the  Ule  of  Mr  Rowe's  Tranflation 
of  ^uillef s  Callip^edia,  then  publifhed 
by  Mr  Cur ll ,  and  has  ferved  for  feveral  Books 
fince,  particularly  the  Altar  of  Love ,  and 
Mrs  Singers  Poems ,  and  for  aught  I  know, 
may  have  been  ufed  for  many  more  :  This  is 
one  Method  of  puffing  peculiar  to  that'  great 
Artiji ,  who  as  Mr  Pope  obferves  in  his  Dun- 

ciad3 
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ci  AD,  cc  has  carried  the  [Bookfellefs]  Trade 
<c  many  Lengths  beyond  what  it  ever  before 
<c  had  arrived  at ;  and  that  he  is  the  Envy  and 
€c  Admiration  of  all  his  Profeffion” 


The  D  ED  I  CAT  ION. 


I"1  H  E  firft  Three  Paragraphs  of  the  Dedi¬ 
cation  fet  out  very  well,  and  to  do  Juftice 
to  our  Author  I  mu  ft  own  they  are  wrote  in 
a  Stile  which  no  Man  need  be  afhamed  of, 
if  inftead  of  Irony  we  could  fuppofe  them  to 
be  wrote  with  Sincerity,  which,  by  what  fol¬ 
lows,  it  is  apparent  they  were  not.  If  he 
could  not  be  fincere  in  the  Compliments  to 
the  Gentleman  to  whom  this  Dedication  is 
addreffed,  he  certainly  might  have  been  fo, 
in  what  he  fays  of  his  own  Incapacity  of 
giving  him  his  juft  Due  ;  and  I  am  fatisfied  he 
for  once  fpoke  the  Truth,  when  he  fays  he 
has  not  the  Honour  of  a  perfonal  Acquai?7t- 
ance  with  any  great  Man. — Surely  no  body 
can  fufpedt  any  Great  Man  would  honour 

D  this 
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this  Creature  fo  far  as  to  be  of  his  Acquaint¬ 
ance  !  What  a  Blunder  it  was  in  him  to  men¬ 
tion  blufhing  for  his  Incapacity  !  that  is  a  Weak- 
nefs  I  dare  fay  he  never  was  capable  of,  but 
tho?  he  cannot  blufli  himfelf,  it  will  be  diffi¬ 
cult  for  his  Readers  to  forbear. 

But  why,  of  all  Men,  was  Dr  Cheyne 
picked  out  as  the  propereft  Perfon  to  Dedicate 
this  Work  to  ?  Had  the  Author  ever  received 
any  perianal  Affront,  or  Injury  from  him?  or 
the  leaft  Provocation  for  this  mean  Dedicatory 
Jffbe!  ?  On  the  ft  ri  cleft  Enquiry  I  can  find  no 
better  Reafon  than  this  ;  a  Dedication  to 
fome  Body  or  other,  was  not  only  fafhionable 
but  abfolutely  neceflary,  to  fwell  the  Book  to 
the  Bookfeller’s  Standard  j  our  Author  it  feems 
had  lately  been  reading  that  Gentleman’s— — - 
EJJay  on  Regimen ,  and  finding  feveral  Expref- 
iions,  which  his  (hallow  Capacity  did  not  un¬ 
derhand,  he  picked  them  out,  and  took  this 
Method  of  returning  them  to  the  Dodlor, 
as  being  ufelefs  and  unintelligible  to  himfelf; 
and  that  thefe  PafTages  might  be  known  again 
he  has  taken  the  Pains  to  diftinguifh  them 
by  the  Italic  Character,  or  with  the  ufual 
Mark  of  Quotation.  It  was  the  Guilt  of 
.\lh Fortune  that  mifguided  the  Do£tor’s  Works 
into  the  profane  Hands  of  a  Wretch  fo  con- 


T  H  i  s 
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This  is  a  new  invented  Method  of  writ-' 
ing  Dedications  ;  pitch  on  your  Mao,  and 
then  out  of  his  own  Works,  pick  a  few  Sen¬ 
tences,  jumble  them  together  no  matter  how, 
and  the  Bufinefs  is  done.  This  is  juft  as 
witty  as  if  I  were  to  tranfcribe  a  Page  out  of 
the  Treatife  on  Smoaky  Chimnies ,  and  make  it 
ferve  for  a  Dedication  to  the  learned  Doff  or 
Defaguliers ,  or  prefix  to  thefe  Sheets  a — — 
Hyp-Doffor ,  and  call  it  a  Dedication  to  Mr 
Orator  Henley . 

Could  not  any  Blockhead  have  done  this 
as  well  as  our  Author  ?  Where  then  is  the 
lb  much  extolled  *Beauty  of  this  Dedication, 
or  how  can  it's  Infolence  be  juilified  ? 
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THE 

Editor  to  the  Reader. 


NEXT  we  have  the  Editor's  Epiftle  to 
the  Reader,  confiding  of  Eight  Pages 
of  a  long,  dull,  Canterbury  Tale,  pretending  to 
give  fome  Account  of  the  Author  and  his  Work. 
.  It  fets  out  with  faying  his  Name  was  Roger 
Pheuqjj  ewell  :  Now  I  would  fain  have 
any  of  thofe  mod  eft  Ladies,  who  commend 
this  Book,  becauie  (as  they  fay)  there  is  no 
Baudy  in  it,  but  every  Thing  decently  wrapt 
up;  I  fay  1  would  have  thefe  Ladies  confult 
Chaucer ,  (from  whom  our  Author  has  ftollen 
this  Name)  let  them  fee  in  what  Senfe  the  Poet 
ufes  this  Word,  and  then  if  they  can  fay  this 
is  not  Baudy,  let  them,  out  of  their  abundant 
Modefty,  tell  me  what  is. 

The  long  Story  of  the  Capuchin  Fryar ,  the 
Archbifhop  of  Saragoj. a ,  and  an  eminent  Cardi¬ 
nal,  are  too  low  to  deferve  any  Notice,  and 
the  Pretence  of  it's  having  been  printed  fo 
long  ago  at  Paris ,  and  gone  thro’  fo  many 

%  Editions, 
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Editions,  in  different  Countries  and  Languages*’ 
is  fiich  a  barefaced  glaring  Falfehood,  that  I 
need  not  fay  more  of  it ;  all  this  Fidtion  was 
to  fwell  the  Work,  and  perhaps  to  draw-in 
feme  unwary  Fools,  who  might  poffibly  be¬ 
lieve  it  true. 

What  he  fays  of  his  hoping  to  fee  the 
Book  go  thro’  many  Editions,  has  proved  too 
prophetical,  to  the  Shame  of  this  Nation  be 
it  fpoken,  who  are  too  ready  to  defpife  Works 
of  real  Value,  and  commend  fuch  Authors  as 
all  the  reft  of  the  World  would  condemn. 
And  here  the  matchlefs  Effronterie  of  the  Au¬ 
thor  is  mo  ft  audacioufly  difplayed  in  this 
Epiftle,  where  he  has  the  Impudence  to  call 
it  a  Valuable  Work ,  and  with  great  Affurance 
exclaims  againft  the  depraved  Tafte  of  the 
Age,  when  at  the  fame  Time  he  is  with  all 
his  Might,  recommending  fuch  a  Book,  the 
Sale  of  which  is  the  greateft  Inftance  of 
that  Depravity.  Did  his  Readers  confider 
how  great  a  Satire  this  is  upon  them,  they 
would  fcarce  be  fo  liberal  of  their  Commenda¬ 
tions.  Sure  it  is  a  very  odd  Compliment  for  the 
Author  to  tell  his  Readers  they  are  all  Fools. 


THE 
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BECAUSE  One  Preface  was  not  foffi- 
cient,  a  Second  is  added,  almoft  as  long 
as  the  Firft ;  but  of  all  the  Pieces  of  Plagiarifm 
that  ever  were  heard  of,  nothing  comes  up  to 
this:  Scarce  a  Angle  Word  of  the  Three  firft 
Pages  is  our  Author’s,  they  are  all  borrowed, 
or  rather  ftollen,  in  the  in  oft  barefaced  open 
Manner,  being  copied  verbatim  from  Mr  Sal¬ 
mon's  Introduction  to  his  Modern  Hiftory :  ory 
Prefent  State  of  all  Nations ,  as  any  Body  may 
fee,  who  will  take  the  Pains  to  compare  them  : 
Such  an  Adt  of  Piracy  is  fcandalous  in  the 
greateft  Degree ;  but  what  makes  it  ftill  more 
abominable  is,  the  applying  to  this  ludicrous 
Defcription  of  Merryland,  what  thatinduftrious 
Compiler  had  gravely  wrote  of  a  ferious  and 
ufeful  Hiftory, 

NEXt 

w—  *-  -•** 


\ 


[  '23  ] 

Next  our  Author  has  a  Sneer  at  the 
Geographers  (which  indeed  feems  to  be  the 
main  Tendency  of  his  whole  Work)  he 
mentions  feveral  of  the  antient  ones,  whofe 
Works  I  am  fare  he  never  read,  as  well  as 
feme  of  the  Moderns,  on  whom  he  makes  a 
ridiculous  Criticifm  for  their  omitting  to  de- 
feribe  Merryland ,  a  Work  which  no  Man 
but  himfelf  would  have  meddled  with. 

Here  I  fliould  be  glad  to  be  inform¬ 
ed  by  our  learned  Author,  or  his  as  learned 
Advocates,  in  what  Part  of  Berojus s  Hiftory 
any  Mention  is  made  of  Merryland ,  or  where¬ 
abouts  it  is  to  be  found  in  Herodotus's  Work ! 

- - This  is  a  very  pretty  Piece  of  AfTurance 

to  pretend  to  quote  the  Authority  of  Au¬ 
thors  he  never  read,  or  if  he  had,  could  not 
find  in  them  the  leaft  Shadow  of  an  Allu~ 
fion  to  what  he  advances.  The  Man  who 
does  this,  would  in  my  Opinion  make  as 
little  Scruple  of  producing  Irijh  Evidence 
upon  any  Occafion  to  ferve  his  Purpofe. 

As  to  the  Diftich  he  quotes  from  Mimnermus , 
I  will  venture  to  affirm  it  is  all  he  ever  read 
of  that  Author’s  Works,  and  even  this  he 
would  not  have  underhood,  if  he  had  not 
met  with  it  in  the  Bifliop  of  Londons  Tran- 
flation  of  Camden  s  Britannia ,  where  he 
found  an  Englijh  Version  of  it  $  the  Origi¬ 
nal 
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ml  Greek  I  know  was  beyond  his  Power  to 
read,  and  the  Latin  would  have  puzzled 
him  to  conftrue,  if  he  had  not  met  with 
that  Right  Reverend  Prelate’s  Affiftance. 

But  furely  the  moft  confummate  Piece  of 
Impudence  that  ever  Scribbler  was  guilty  of, 
is  that  which  concludes  This  Preface.  In 
order  to  recommend  his  Work  to  the  Public, 
he  pretends  to  quote  the  Opinion  of  a  truly 
learned  and  Right  Reverend  Prelate.  It  can- 
$iot  be  denied,  but  the  Paflage  he  quotes  is 
literally  tranfcribed  from  the  Bifhop  of  Lon¬ 
dons  Dedication,  of  his  Tranflation  of  Cam- 
dens  Britannia ,  to  the  Lord  Keeper  Somers , 
but  the  Application  made  of  it  by  our  Author, 
is  fuch  an  unparalelled  Piece  of  Impudence, 
that  I  am  aftoniflied  it  has  paffed  unrefent- 
ed  y  to  infinuate  that  a  Reverend  Prelate  had 
given  his  Approbation  of  a  baudy  Pam¬ 
phlet,  is  a  high  Reflection  upon  the  whole 
Bench,  upon  the  Church  in  general,  and  upon 
his  Lordihip  in  particular;  and  it  muft  be 
fuppofed  this  has  never  come  to  his  Lord- 
fhip’s  Knowledge,  or  elfe  it  muft  be  entirely 
attributed  to  his  Lordfhip’s  known  Modera¬ 
tion,  good  Nature,  and  Clemency,  that  the 
Author  or  Publilher  have  efcaped  being  cal¬ 
led  to  Account,  for  fo  fcandalous  an  Infinua- 
tion,  efpecially  as  this  (tho’  the  moft  bare¬ 
faced)  is  not  the  only  Reflection  of  this  Na¬ 
ture,  for  our  Author  has  introduced  feveral 

other 
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other  Paffages  from  his  Lordfhip’s  Writings, 
to  ferve  his  Purpofe  in  this  Pamphlet,  as 
fhall  be  {hewn  in  it's  proper  Place. 

Mr  Curll  was  formerly,  (as  is  faid  in  the 
Dunciad)  “  taken  Notice  of  by  the  State, 
ic  the  Church ,  and  the  Law ,  and  received 
cc  particular  Marks  of  Diftindtion  from  each.” 

I  t  is  pity  but  he  fliould  be  taken  No* 
tice  of  again  upon  this  Occaiion. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.  I. 


ERE  our  Author ,  to  fhew  his  Learn- 
_  _  mg,  fets  out  (in  Imitation  of  Gordon, 
Moll ,  Cowley,  and  other  Geographers)  with  a 
Derivation  of  the  Word  Merry  land,  and  in 
this  fhort  Chapter  pretends  to  fhew  himfelf 
fkiliful  in  no  lefs  than  fix  different  Languages ; 
here  is  Greek,  hat  in,  French,  Fligh-German, 
and  Dutch,  befides  Englifh,  the  laft  of  which, 
I  will  venture  to  affirm  he  is  far  from  being 
Maffer  of,  and  the  reft,  (except  the  Latin,  of 
which  he  has  fome  little  fmattering)  he 
knows  no  more  of,  than  he  does  of  Ara¬ 
bic.  - 1  believe  he  may  have  learnt  a  little 

Greek  when  at  School,  but  I  am  very  pofi- 
tive  he  has  fo  far  forgot  it,  that  he  does  not 
know  fo  much  as  the  Alphabet,  yet,  this, 
forfooth,  is  the  Man  of  Learning !  And 
no  doubt  I  (hall  be  afked  here,  how  it 
was  poflible  for  one  fo  unacquainted  with 
thefe  Languages  to  pen  this  Chapter.  To 
lolve  this  Difficulty,  I  fhail  be  very  fhort, 
and  only  refer  my  Reader  to  Minjheu  s  Dictio¬ 
nary,  under  the  Word  Merry,  whoever  will 
take  the  Trouble  of  turning  to  that  Word, 

will 
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will  find  our  Author  has  copied  him  Verbatim* 
which  any  School-Boy  might  as  eafily  have 
done,  and  thereby  have  as  juftly  acquired 
the  Reputation  of  being  learned ,  as  our  Au¬ 
thor  has;  who  perhaps,  not  knowing  how 
to  fpell  the  Word,  turned  to  his  Dictionary 
for  Help,  and  there  found  this  mighty  Stock, 
which  fet  him  up  for  a  learned  Etymologift. 

Not  contented  with  ftealing  this  Ety¬ 
mology  from  Minjheu ,  he  has  the  Impu¬ 
dence  to  go  on  talking  of  it  as  a  Matter 
of  great  Confequence  to  the  learned  World, 
and  fubmits  it  to  the  Confideration  of  the 
learned  and  ufeful  Society  of  Antiquarians . 
— - —  Is  there  any  Wit  in  this  ?  For  my 
Part  I  can  fee  nothing  like  it,  but  quite  the 
reverfe,  a  weak  and  frivolous  Attempt  to  fneer 
at  a  Society,  which  confifts  of  fome  of  the 
m oft  learned  Men  in  England ,  and  are  far 
from  being  proper  Subjects  for  this  Scribbler’s 
Ridicule. 


E  2 
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CHAP. 
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CHAR  II. 


OU  R  Author  has  borrowed  from  the 
Champion ,  a  new  and  fooliih  Method 
of  difguifing  Words,  by  leaving  out  the 
Vowels,  as  Mnfvnrs  for  Mom  Veneris ,  &c. 
and  has  gone  on  thro"  the  following 
Chapters  in  the  fame  Manner. 

* 

T  o  give  a  Specimen  of  his  Ignorance  in 
Anatomy,  I  muft  here  obferve,  that  he  makes 
ufe  of  Coxa  Jinijlra ,  and  Coxa  dextra ,  for  the 
left  and  right  Thigh,  whereas  it  is  well 
known,  that  Coxa ,  or  rather  Coxendix ,  is  al¬ 
ways  ufed  by  Anatomifts  for  the  Hip  or 
Huckle-Bone,  or  the  inferior  of  the  Offa  in - 
nominata ,  and  Femur  is  always  ufed  for  the 
Thigh,  fo  it  is  plain  he  is  very  much  mi¬ 
ll  a  ken,  either  in  the  Situation  of  Merryland \ 
which  he  pretends  fo  accurately  to  defcribe, 
or  elfe  in  the  Terms  of  Art,  which  his  Ad¬ 
mirers  fay  he  is  perfedt  Mailer  of. - So 

much  at  prefent  for  his  Skill  in  Anatomy. 

As 
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A  s  for  his  long  tedious  Story  of  the  La* 
titude  and  Longitude ,  which  takes  up  the 
greateft  Part  of  this  Chapter,  it  is  fuch 
wretched  Stuff,  that  the  bare  mentioning  of 
it  is  fufficient  to  expofe  it:  And  as  to  his 
Boafts  of  the  Perfection  and  good  Order  of  his 
Injirument ,  which  he  has  the  Modefty  to  re¬ 
commend  as  a  good-one,  I  Ihould  in  this 
Cafe  give  more  Credit  to  the  T eftimony  of 
any  old  Nurfe  in  the  Kingdom,  than  to  all 
the  Panegyric  he  has  wrote  upon  it:  For  I 
dare  fay  any  old  Woman  is  a  better  Judge  of 
its  Perfections,  and  would  fpeak  of  it  more 
impartially  than  this  mighty  Boater.  But 
fuppofe  it  the  belt  of  its  Kind,  it  is  but 
an  impudent  Thing  for  a  Man  to  brag  of,  and 
a  Qualification  which  every  Jack-Afs  has  in 
greater  Perfection.  That  he  has  ufed  this 
Inftrument  pretty  freely,  is  perhaps  one  of  the 
greateft  Truths  in  his  Book,  but  that  it  was 
with  fuch  prudent  Care  and  Caution  as  not  to 
be  the  worJe3  I  beg  leave  to  doubt,  till  he  pro¬ 
duces  a  Certificate  from  a  certain  Gentleman, 
who,  I  am  credibly  informed,  had  once  the 
Care  of  it,  when  it  was  pretty  much  out  of 
Repair.  Towards  the  Conclufion  of  this 
Chapter,  he  has  another  Fling  at  Mr  Gor¬ 
dons  Grammar,  about  the  Antipodes ,  in  which 
he  gives  us  another  Inftance  of  his  Ignorance, 
both  in  Anatomy  and  Geography,  for  it  is 
plain  he  does  not  underftand  what  is  meant 
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by  Antipodes,  and  indeed  how  fhould  he? 
For  it  is  a  Greek  Word,  which  is  a  Language 
as  1  have  faid  before  he  does  not  know  a 
Letter  of :  However  he  has  the  Aflurance  to 
ufe  this  Word,  in  order  to  introduce  an 
unmannerly  Reflection  at  the  End  of  this 
Chapter,  on  the  Italians ,  Dutch ,  and  En~ 
ghjh ,  as  if  they  were  infedted  with  an  exe^ 
crable  Vice  not  fit  to  be  named. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  III. 


THIS  Chapter  begins  with  applying  to 
Merry  land,  what  Mr  Gordon  has  judi— 
cioufly  remarked  of  Holland ,  viz.  that  the 
Mir  is  thick  and  moijl ,  &c.  but  how  ridicu¬ 
lous  this  Application  is,  mu  ft  be  obvious  to 
every  Body.  Next  he  lugs  in  a  Text  of 
Scripture,  which  it  feems  he  could  not  for¬ 
bear  quoting,  tho*  it  diredly  contradids 
what  he  juft  before  aflerted,  for  how  any 
Air  that  is  generally  thick  and  moijl ,  by  Rea - 
fon  of  the  frequent  Fogs ,  can  be  fair  and 
pleafant  for  Delights ,  is  beyond  my  Capacity 
to  reconcile. 

H  i  s  great  Commendation  of  the  Cloathing 
of  the  Country,  comes  with  an  ill  Grace,  from 
one  who  (as  I  have  before  hinted)  had  fuffered 
thro'  the  dangerous  Heat  of  the  Climate.  The 

Poem 
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Poem  he  refers  to,  with  the  Epithet  of  mofl 
Elegant ,  is  a  little  Piece,  wrote  feveral  Years 
ago  in  Praife  of  the  Machine,  contrived  by  a 
certain  Gentleman,  of  whom  the  Trailer  fays, 
€C  He  is  obferved  by  the  Surgeons  with  much 
cc  Envy,  for  he  has  invented  an  Engine  for 
u  the  Prevention  of  Harms,  by  Love-Adven- 
€c  tures,  and  by  great  Care  and  Application 
*c  hath  made  it  an  Immodefty  to  name  his 
cc  Name/'  As  the  Engine  took  its  Name 
from  the  Inventor,  fo  the  Poem  had  its  Title 
(at  firft)  from  the  Subjed  it  celebrates  $  but 
even  Mr  Curll  thought  this  much  too  Grofs, 
and  in  a  fecond  Edition,  thought  fit  to  change 
it  for  the  more  modeft  Title  of  Armour. 
It  is  indeed  fuch  an  elegant  Performance,  that 
the  Defcription  of  Merryland  and  Lhat  are  fit 
to  go  together;  and  I  find  it  is  lately  re- 
published  by  Mr  Curll ,  as  a  proper  Compa¬ 
nion  for  the  Other. 

The  four  Latin  Verfes,  which  are  here 
very  injudicioufly  and  mal-a-propos  applied  to 
Merryland ,  are  ftollen  from  an  old  Author, 
whofe  Name  I  cannot  recoiled ;  but  I  remem¬ 
ber  to  have  met  with  them  many  Years  ago, 
applied  to  Arabia-Felix  :  If  our  Author  could 
have  conftrued  them,  he  never  could  have 
blundered  fo  egregioufly  as  to  quote  them  on 
this  Occafion  ;  for  they  diredly  contradid 
what  he  fays  before,  in  the  Beginning  of  this 
Chapter,  as  well  as  what  follows. 

I  N 
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I  n  the  next  Paragraph  he  has  another 
touch  at  The  Geographical  Grammar ,  on  the 
Soil  being  naturally  very  wet  and  fenny ;  this 
PafFage,  as  I  have  mentioned  before,  was 
what  gave  the  firft  Hint  for  undertaking  the 
Work,  for  which  Reafon  I  with  Mr  Gordon 
had  never  wrote  it,  or  rather,  that  our  Author 
had  one  Degree  of  Learning  lefs  than  he  has, 
for  then  he  could  not  have  read  it,  or  at  leaft 
could  not  have  become  a  Scribbler. 

<*■ 

I  t  would  be  very  eafy  to  fhew  his  Igno¬ 
rance  and  Stupidity  in  feveral  other  Pafiages 
of  this  Chapter,  l3ut  I  chofe  to  pafs  them 
over,  rather  than  by  expofing  him,  it  fhould 
be  the  Means  of  inftrudting  him  in  what  there 
is  no  Reafon  to  hope  he  would  make  any 
good  Ule  of. 

But  I  cannot  take  leave  of  this  Chapter 
without  one  more  Obfervation,  where  he  la¬ 
ments  the  Inconvenience  of  having  many  Chil¬ 
dren,  under  the  figurative  Expreffion  of  a  too 
fruitful  Crop',  he  quotes  two  Lines  from  Virgil \ 
tho’  he  does  not  think  fit  to  name  the  Au¬ 
thor  ;  whether  he  did  not  really  know  whofe- 
thefe  Lines  were,  or  whether  he  defigned  to 
have  them  pafs  for  his  Own,  I  fhall  not  pre¬ 
tend  to  judge;  but  this  I  may  affirm,  if  the 
firft  was  the  Cafe,  it  proves  him  to  be  very 

F  ignorant. 
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ignorant,  if  the  la  ft,  very  impudent.  — — — - 
Utrum  horum  mavis  accipe . 

H  a  d  a  gay  young  Fellow  cut  a  Joke  on 
the  having  many  Children,  and  reprefented  it 
as  a  Misfortune,  it  might  be  more  excufable  ; 
but  it  ill  becomes  our  Author,  who  has  really 
been  bieft  with  a  numerous  Offspring,  to 
call  that  a  lamentable  Thing ,  which  the  Scrip¬ 
ture  enumerates  among  the  greateft  of  Earthly 
Bleffings :  It  is  a  (hocking  Fiece  of  Impiety 
for  him  in  this  Cafe  to  cry  out,  - — - 

Quceque  ipfe  miferrima  vidi . 

It  is  pity  but  he  fhould  be  rendered  incapable 
of  Getting  more  fince  he  fo  loudly  complains. 

This  Chapter  is  concluded  with  another 
Paffage  from  Mr  Gordons  Grammar,  in  his 
Defcription  of  England ,  tho’  our  Plagiary  has 
not  the  Honefty  to  quote  him,  but  would  have 
thefe  Words  pafs  for  his  Own. 


chap; 
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CHAP.  IV. 

pjri  H  e  Fourth  Chapter  begins  with  a  pre- 
1  tended  Authority  from  ££  an  Arabian 
^  Geographical  Lexicographer,  cited  by  Schul- 
f£  tens  at  the  End  of  his  Edition  of  Sultan 
<c  Salati  addins  Life/'  to  prove  that  the 
Limits  of  Merryland  are  entirely  unknown  ; 
but  I  think  it  rather  proves  that  cur  Author's 
Affurance  is  without  any  Limits,  for  both  the 
Arabian  and  Schultens  are  entirely  unknown 
to  him  5  however,  he  has  taken  this  Liberty 
.  in  feveral  Places,  of  boldly  afferting  a  Thing, 
and  then  referring  to  any  Book,  no  matter 
what,  as  a  Proof;  tho’  he  knows  there  is  not 
a  Syllable  in  the  Book  he  cites  that  relates  to 
his  Subjedt,  or  perhaps,  no  fuch  Book  extant. 

I  n  the  reft  of  this  Chapter  he  copies  after 
the  Champion  again,  in  difguifing  Names,  by 
Jeaving  out  the  Vowels,  as  Lba,  Cltrs,  Nmph , 
UtrSy  Hmny  Monjvnrs ,  &c.  and  fhews  but 
very  little  Skill  in  Anatomy  in  his  Defcription 
of  thefe  feveral  Parts ;  and,  furely,  nothing 

F  a  can 
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can  be  more  ridiculous  than  what  he  fays  of 
the  Fortification s,  Curtains,  Horn-Works,  and 
Ramparts  ;  I  doubt  he  is  but  a  bad  Engineer, 
by  his  jumbling  together  fo  many  Terms  of 
that  Art  without  any  Senfe  or  Meaning. 

M  r  Mortice  an,  a  famous  French  Man- 
Midwife,  in  his  Treatife  of  the  Difeafes  inci¬ 
dent  to  Pregnant  Women,  has  given  feveral 
Anatomical  Plates  for  defcribing  the  Parts  he 
has  Occaiion  to  treat  of  ;  one  of  thefe  is  what 
our  Author  ridiculoufly  calls  his  Map  of  Merry- 
land,  and  refers  his  Readers  to  it  for  the  Sake 
of  entertaining  them  with  a  baudy-Print,  ra¬ 
ther  than  to  give  them  any  ufeful  Inftrudtion ; 
and  with  the  fame  View  he  likewife  mentions 
the  curious  Model  or  Machine,  exhibited  by 
that  ingenious  Fhyfician  Sir  Richard  Mannyng- 
bam ,  as  an  Artificial  Matrix  to  explain  his 
Ledtures  in  Midwifry  5  thus  we  fee  nothing 
efcapes  this  fcofting  Scribbler,  every  Thing 
ever  fo  ferious  or  ufeful  is  endeavoured  by  him 
to  be  turned  into  Derifion  and  Ridicule* 


CHAP, 


C  37  ] 


CHAP.  V. 


OU  R  Author  begins  this  Chapter  with 
a  ftrange  hotch-potch  Lift  of  the  Inha¬ 
bitants,  viz.  Adam ,  the  Patriarchs,  David 
and  Solomon.  Modern  Kings  and  Princes, 
King  Charles  II,  his  SuccelTors,  Minifters, 
Biftiops,  and  People  of  all  Degrees,  all  Reli¬ 
gions,  all  Nations ;  this  and  what  follows 
about  the  Manners  of  the  Inhabitants,  is 
fuch  a  heap  of  Nonfenfe,  that  I  need  make 
no  farther  Remark  upon  it.  He  is  not  con¬ 
tented  with  ridiculing  Kings  and  Minifters, 
but  takes  all  Opportunities  of  refledling  on 
the  Biftiops  and  Clergy,  and  has  the  Im¬ 
pudence  to  aftert,  that  no  Country  is  better 
flocked  with  Divines  than  Merry  land. — — 
In  ftiort,  he  was  determined  to  have  a 
Fling  at  all  Sorts  of  Men,  and  fpare  no 
Body,  Phyftcians,  Surgeons,  Merchants,  and 
Poets,  are  added  to  make  up  his  Lift  of  In¬ 
habitants. 


The 
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The  Latin  Verfes  which  he  fays  are  in- 
fcribed  on  their  Cups  and  Glaffes,  under  the 
Word  Merry  land ,  are  ftollen,  and  moft  mife- 
rably  maimed  and  deprived  of  their  Beauty, 
by  his  endeavouring  to  make  them  appli¬ 
cable  to  hisSubjedf.  The  Original  was  wrote 
on  a  large  Glafs  at  the  Hot- Well  at  BriJloly 
under  the  Name  of  a  very  beautiful  young 
Lady.  To  fhew  how  wretchedly  they  have 
been  tortured  and  mangled  by  this  Scribbler^ 
i  {hail  here  reftore  the  Original 


Hie  quicunque  legis  nbmen  amabile 
Fleno  puellae  Cyatho  Salutem  libesy 
Ft  Bur  am  Veneris ,  Statuamve  recollens > 
Sic  tibi  Res  amatorice  profpere  cedant , 
Fua  fic  coronet  wta  Capido. 


By  inferring  lee  toque  in  Head  of  puellae ,  and 
leaving  out  the  third  Line  entirely,  he  has 
made  moft  infipid  Stuff  of  thefe  Verfes,  which 
in  the  Original  have  feme  Spirit  in  them.  — 
This  {hews  his  Tafte  for  Poetry. 


1  S  u  p~ 
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I  Suppose  the  Author  would  have  the 
four  Verfes  at  the  End  of  this  Chapter  pafs 
for  his  own,  but  the  Truth  is,  they  are 
quoted  by  Ca?ndeny  as  written  about  four 
Hundred  Years  before  his  Time,  by  Alexan¬ 
der  Necham,  fpeaking  of  St  Albans ,  the  Place 
of  his  Nativity :  Nor  is  even  the  Tranflation. 
of  thefe  Lines  our  Author's,  he  has  thought 
fit  to  fteal  That  like  wife  from  the  Bifhop 
of  London ,  without  any  Ceremony  or  Ac¬ 
knowledgment,  as  appears  in  his  Lordfhip's 
Tranilatipn  of  Camden  (ift  Edit.)  pag.  300. 


C  H  A  12* 
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C  H  A  P.  VI. 


IT  cannot  be  expeded  I  fhould  take  No¬ 
tice  of  every  particular  Paragraph ;  I  have 
neither  Leifure  nor  Patience  to  make  Re¬ 
marks  on  each  individual  Blunder,  nor 
to  point  out  every  Scrap  of  Nonfenfe,  with 
which  my  Author  abounds ;  it  would  be  an 
endlefs  Labour,  and  quite  unneceffary,  for 
his  Dullnefs  and  Stupidity  in  many  Places 
rauft  be  obvious  to  the  dulleft  Reader.  This 
Chapter  of  the  Produd  and  Commodities, 
confifts  in  general  of  low  Puns,  Quibbles, 
and  Conundrums,  and  even  thofe  are  not 
of  our  Author’s-Xnvention,  but  many  of 
them  are  much  older  than  himfelf.  I  need 
fay  no  more  of  this  Chapter;  only  to  fhew 
how  mean  a  Plagiary  he  is,  and  to  what  low 
Shifts  he  has  been  driven  for  Materials.  I  mu  ft 
acquaint  the  Reader,-  that  what  is  faid  here 
of  the  Coral-Plant ,  that  it  is  an  excellent 
CojmetiCy  &c.  is  copied  Verbatim  out.  of  a 

common 
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common  Advertifement  in  the  London  News-* 
Papers;  let  any  one  turn  to  the  Craftfman , 
or  any  of  the  Journals ,  and  he  will  find 
every  Week  an  Advertifement  of  the  Royal 
Beautifying  Fluid ,  to  be  fold  at  Mr  Radford's 
Toyfhop,  and  the  very  Words  ufed  to 
recommend  it,  which  our  Author  has  here 
applied  to  his  Coral-Plant. 

A  s  for  the  Pins  and  Needles  which  he 
tells  us  are  in  fo  great  Plenty  in  the  moft 
^Trading  Provinces,  I  prefume  he  knows  their 
exquifte  Sharpnefs  by  Experience,  and  there¬ 
fore  may  be  juft  in  what  he  fays  of  them. 


G  CHAP* 
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CHAP.  VII. 

WHAT  Authority  he  may  have  for 
aliening  that  the  Lake  of  Dronthein 
in  Norway  never  freezes,  I  cannot  tell,  but 
to  fay  the  River  Nefs  in  Scotland  has  the 
fame  Quality,  is  abfolutely  falfe ;  if  our  Au¬ 
thor  will  not  take  my  Word  for  it,  let  him 
take  a  Journey  to  Inverness  for  his  Satis¬ 
faction,  and  every  Inhabitant  of  that  Town 
can  allure  him  the  River  was  froze  no  longer 
ago  than  the  very  Winter  before  he  wrote 
this  Fallhood.  ' 

I  Shall  pafs  over  feveral  of  his  Rari¬ 
ties  and  Curiolities,  to  make  fome  Obferva- 
tions  on  the  long  Account  he  gives  of  what 
he  calls  the  fmall  Animal  of  the  Serpentine 
Kind,  known  by  the  Name  of  Pntl.  Not 
to  mention  the  grofs  Obfcenity  of  the  Word, 
.or  the  Profanenefs  of  ufing  a  Text  of  Scrip¬ 
ture,  to  compare  it  with  the  Leviathan,  I 

mu  ft 


/ 
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mu  ft  fhew  the  Stupidity  of  our  Author,  and 
what  Fains  he  has  taken  to  furnifh  Materials 

for  each  Chapter. - The  fame  thing  is 

turned  into  feveral  Shapes,  and  differently  de- 
fcribed  under  different  Names.  In  the  Fifth 
Chapter  it  is  mentioned  as  an  Inhabitant  of 
Merryland \  and  compared  to  the  Behemoth ; 
in  the  Sixth  Chapter  it  is  a  Red  Coral-Plant, 

- a  Sweetner,  — —  Cofmetic ,  &c.  and  here 

it  is  an  Animal  of  the  Serpentine  Kind, - — 

like  the  Leviathan , - has  neither  Legs  nor 

Feet , - is  a  Compages ,  or  Contexture  of 

Pipes , - an  Hydraulic  Machine ,  from  fix 

to  feven  or  eight  Inches  high, - like  a 

Granadier , - and  a  Specific  for  the  Green 

Sicknefs .  - I  own  our  Author  has  outdone 

Ovid  in  Metamorphofing :  Here  are  more 
Shapes  than  ever  Harlequin  appeared  in,  and 
all  in  the  Twinkling  of  an  Eye;  was  there 
ever  fuch  a  Heap  of  contradictory  Nonfenfe, 
jumbled  together  by  any  other  Author;  or 
is  it  poflible  for  any  Body  to  read  this  with¬ 
out  feeing  the  Abfurdity  ? 

The  feveral  Quotations  from  Dr  Cheyne , 
in  this  Chapter  and  other  Places,  are  mean 
and  invidious;  that  Gentleman  has  very  pro¬ 
perly  ufed  thofe  Expreffions  in  his  Method  of 
Philofophifing  on  the  Animal  Oeconomy,  and 
it  is  beyond  the  Power  of  this  contemptible 
Mifcreant,  with  all  his  envenomed  Malice,  to 
hurt  the  Doctor’s  eftablifhed  Reputation.— « 

G  %  This 
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This  bafe  Method  of  throwing  Refledtions 
is  infufferable,  and  deferves  to  be  anfwered 
with  a  Cudgel  rather  than  a  Pen ;  and  what 

makes  it  the  more  inexcufable  in  this  Scribler 

(  _ 

is,  that  he  never  had  the  leaft  Provocation 
for  fo  doing. 

It  is  not  an  uncommon  Thing  for  a 
Perfon,  whofe  Apprehenfion  is  darker  than 
Midnight,  to  take  up  a  Book,  and  (hew  the 
Levity  of  his  Tafte,  and  Solidity  of  his  Ig¬ 
norance,  by  turning  to  jeft  fome  of  the  moll 
excellent  Thoughts,  becaufe  he  miftakes  them 
for  Abfurdities. 

This  Chapter  concludes  with  another 
Piece  of  ftollen  Goods,  the  fix  laft  Lines  in 
Commendation  of  his  Specific  for  the  Green 
Sicknefs,  being  taken  from  a  Daily  repeated 
Advertifement  of  Dr  Cam  s  Elefiluarium  Mi~ 

■>  e 

rabile ,  for  the  Cure  of  Venereal  Diforders, 

^  »  -  *  -  '  -  * 
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CHAP.  VIII. 

UNDER  what  is  faid  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  Merryland  it  is  eafy  to  fee,  this 
Libeller  has  an  Inclination  to  traduce  our  prefent 
Adminiftration  3  here  is  an  Allegory  attempt¬ 
ed,  which  would  be  as  imprudent  for  me  to 
expound,  as  it  was  impudent  in  him  to  write  $ 
and  tho’  every  common  Reader  has  not  per¬ 
haps  viewed  it  in  this  Light,  I  think  the 
Inuendo  is  fo  plain  and  evident,  that  a  Special 
Jury  could  not  long  hefitate  about  it ;  were  it 
to  be  fairly  tried  I  would  not  venture  to  infure 
his  Ears  from  the  Pillory,  and,  I  believe,  no 
Body  would  deny  his  deferving  a  feverer  Pa- 
mfhment. 

T  o  give  the  Devil  his  Due,  I  mu  ft  own 
there  is  one  Thing  in  this  Chapter  (and  the 
only  one  in  the  whole  Book,  that  does  not 
difpleafe  me)  and  that  is,  the  handfome  Com¬ 
pliment  paid  to  a  late  Latin  Satire,  intituled 
Scamnum ;  I  am  glad,  among  his  many  Quo¬ 
tations,  to  fee  One  that  appears  iincere,  with¬ 
out  Ridicule  or  Irony  5  and  if  I  could  per- 

fuade 
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fuade  my  felf  that  the  Tranflation  of  thefe 
four  Lines  were  his  Own,  I  fhould  have  a 
better  Opinion  of  his  Learning,  and  Tafte 
for  Poetry,  than  I  have  at  prefent. 

The  laft  Paragraph  of  this  Chapter  fhocks 
me  with  Indignation  j  in  the  fame  Sentence 
where  he  pretends  the  greateft  Veneration  for 
the  Clergy,  he  abufes  the  whole  Order  by 
wholefale,  calls  them  Pimps  and  Whore- 
inafters,  and  infinuates  that  fome  of  them  had 
pimped  for  him  :  The  faying  that  their  Af- 
fiftance  and  Recommendation  contributed  to  the 
Pleafure  he  has  enjoyed  in  Merryland ,  can  carry 

with  it  no  other  Signification. 

8 

Surely  there  never  was  fo  fcandalous  a 
Reflection  made  on  a  Body  of  Men,  Who, 
(as  the  Reverend  Mr  Phomas  Stackhoufe  ob¬ 
serves)  “  are  the  Apoftles  of  Chrift,  his  Mi- 
nifters,  his  Ambaffadors ;  and  were  appoint- 
cc  ed  to  this  Office  either  by  an  immediate  Or- 
cc  dination  from  his  own  Hand  (< as  were  the 
<c  reji ) ;  or  by  a  miraculous  Call  from  Hea- 
u  ven,  As  was  I.’’  See  his  Sermon  preach¬ 
ed  at  Richmond  in  May  1726,  intituled,  Phe 
Honour  and  Dignity  of  the  Minijiers  of  Chrift* 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.  IX. 

RELIGION  itfelf  is  not  to  be  fpared 
by  this  Author,  but  he  muft  have  a 
Chapter  on  that  Head,  tho*  he  was  forced  to 
fleal  mo  ft  of  the  Materials :  What  is  faid  of 
All  SeSs  and  Parties ,  and  All  Religions  being 
embraced ,  with  the  Words  of  the  Apoflle  an¬ 
nexed,  is  tranfcribed  Verbatim  from  Gordons 

Geographical  Grammar  \ - - - only  what 

Mr  Gordon  fays  of  the  Religion  of  Holland , 
our  Author  thinks  fit  to  apply  to  Merry  land. 

The  long  Paragraph  about  Image-Worfhip 
was  neither  in  the  firft  or  fecond  Editions,  but 
has  been  foifted  in  fince,  being  an  After- 
Thought  of  our  Author ;  he  has  added  feve- 
ral  other  Paragraphs  befides  in  fucceeding  Edi¬ 
tions,  particularly  Tranfiations  of  the  Latin  Paf- 
fages  for  the  Benefit  of  his  unlearned  Readers. 
This  is  never  done  by  honeft  Authors  or 
Bookfellers,  being  a  grofs  Impofition  on  every 
Body  who  bought  the  former  Impreffions. 


Our 
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Our  Author,  perhaps,  may  be  pleafed 
with  this  new  Pidure  of  Image-Worfhipy  but 
every  Man  of  Senfe  mu  ft  agree  with  my  Lord 
Rofcomon , 

€C  Thefe  foul  Defcriptions  are  offenfive  JIM * 
Either  for  being  Like,  or  being  III ” 

It  is  fo  (hocking,  to  fee  Religion  fo  ludi- 
croufly  handled,  that  I  haften  to  the  next 
Chapter* 


C  H  A  P, 
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CHAP.  X. 


O  imitate  the  Geographers  our  Author 


j[  thought  it  neceffary  to  have  a  Chapter 
of  the  Language  of  Merry  land  but  what  fad 
*  Stuff  he  has  made  of  it,  let  any  one  judge  who 
reads  it !  That  he  might  fay  fomething,  he 
has  recourfe  again  to  his  great  Helper  Mr  Gor¬ 
dons  Grammar ,  and  copied  at  leaf!:  a  Quarter 
of  this  Chapter  from  thence  j  whether  it  was 
applicable  to  his  Subject  or  not  he  never  re¬ 
gards,  but  copies  at  a  venture,  and  thus  fur- 
nifhes  out  a  Chapter  of  Nonfenfe,  Befides 
this  long  Quotation  from  Gordon ,  in  order 
to  fpin  out  the  Chapter  a  little  longer,  he 
gives  us  (in  the  late  Editions)  a  tedious  Para¬ 
graph  from  Laurentius  De  Sen f  Org.  which, 
with  its  Tranflation,  makes  near  twenty  Lines ; 
as  much  to  the  Purpofe  as  the  reft  ;  however, 
it  helps  to  lengthen  out  the  Chapter,  and  that 
was  all  he  wanted. 


H 


There 


[  so  3 

There  is  fomewhat  fuperlatively  impu^ 
dent  in  his  fneer  upon  the  Modejly  of  Mr  Ora¬ 
tor  Hatley  ;  I  do  not  know  what  Degree  of 
Modefty  the  Orator  may  have,  but  am  certain 
our  Author  has  not  the  leaft  Grain,  as  may 
eafily  be  perceived  by  his  Works:  If  he  was 
not  quite  abandoned  to  Impudence  he  would 
not  have  mentioned  any  good  Quality,  that 
he  was  fo  much  a  Stranger  to.  However 
mean  an  Opinion  he  may  have  of  Mr  Henley's 
Grammars,  I  can  tell  him,  a  little  Grammar- 
Learning  would  have  enabled  him  to  write 
better  Englijh  than  he  has  done  in  many 
Places  of  this  Pamphlet. 


CHAP, 


CHAR  XL 


THIS  Chapter  Is  a  fttipid  Heap  of  Pro- 
fanenefs,  ridiculing  the  Holy  Bands  of 
Matrimony ,  and  recommending  the  modern 
Fafhion  of  Keeping .  In  the  Ninth  Chapter,, 
the  excellent  Litany  of  our  Church  is  ini- 
pioufly  quoted,  and  here  the  whole  Ceremony 
of  Solemnization  of  Matrimony  is  attempted 
to  be  turned  into  Ridicule,  Marriage  is  repre- 
fented  as  the  greateft  Evil ;  Keeping  Miftrefles 
encouraged,  and  being  kept  as  a  S  t  a  l  l  i  o  n, 
fhewed  in  the  moft  advantageous  Light;  yet 
this  has  been  applauded  as  Wit,  Humour, 

If  Wickednefi  and  Wit  be  the  fame  thing, 
then  it  muft  be  allowed  here  is  Wit  in 
Abundance, 


Hz  G  H  A  F, 
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T  Am  heartily  tired  of  my  Author,  and  glad 

I  am  now  got  to  his  laft  Chapter.  Under 
Pretence  of  Directions  for  Strangers  Steering 
fafe  into  Merryland ,  he  turns  Bawd  or  Pimp, 
and  gives  Inftrudtions  to  his  Pupils  for  Whore- 
ing  5  has  the  Impudence  to  refer  to  the  ob- 
fceneft  Pidtures  of  Aretine ,  and  fills  up  almoft 
half  a  Page  with  a  Quotation  from  Mr  Collinss 
Coajling  Pilot ,  but  no  ways  applicable,  or 
bearing  the  leaft  Allufxon  to  his  Subjedt. 

i 

T  h  e  Sea-Terms  are  ufed  without  Judg¬ 
ment,  or  any  Knowledge  of  their  Mean¬ 
ing,  and  in  fhort,  to  fay  no  more,  this  Chap¬ 
ter  is  of  a  Piece  with  the  reft. — — The 
whole  was  conceived  in  Folly ,  Jhapen  in  Sin , 
and  brought- forth  in  Iniquity . 


CON- 
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CONCLUSION- 


IT  would  be  eafy  enough  to  point  out 
many  more  Abfurdities  and  Inconfiftencies 
in  the  Pamphlet  I  have  been  fpeaking  of; 
there  is  fcarce  a  Paragraph  which  is  not  liable 
to  fome  ftrong  Objection ;  but  as  I  have  nei¬ 
ther  Leifure  nor  Inclination  to  make  Remarks 
on  every  Error  of  fuch  a  blundering  Writer, 
I  fhall  now  take  my  leave  of  him  and  his 
Works,  having  already  fufficiently  Demon- 
ft  rated  more  than  I  at  firft  propofed.  I  have 
plainly  fhewn  that  our  Author  has  neither 
Learning,  Wit,  or  Plumour,  that  he  is  not 
a  Man  of  fuch  great  Reading  as  fome  Peo¬ 
ple  imagine,  that  his  Tafte  for  Poetry  is  very 
indifferent ;  and  that  his  Skill  in  Anatomy, 
Geography,  Navigation,  Natural  Hiftory,  &c. 
is  fo  little,  that  he  is  even  ignorant  of  the 
common  Terms  of  Art.  As  I  have  evidently 
proved  all  this  beyond  Contradiction,  fo  I 
have  confequently  proved  the  World  in  their 
Commendations  of  this  Author  have  very 
much  mi  (took  their  Man,  and  let  Fame  run 
away  with  their  Underftandings,  that  they 
have  been  grofsly  im poled  on  by  the  Artifices 
of  the  Author  and  Publifher ;  and  they  who 

have 
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have  fo  much  extolled  the  Work  (if  they  had 
not  been  as  much  Strangers  to  the  Author, 
as  to  the  Merits  of  the  Compofition)  could 
never  poffibly  have  beftowed  fuch  Praifes  on 
the  One,  nor  fo  foolifhly  have  recommended 
the  Other , 

T  o  fhew  our  Author's  great  Reading  and 
Learning ,  which  his  Readers  have  fo  much 
admired  him  for,  I  fhall  conclude  with  a 
Lift  of  all  the  Books  that  appear  to  have 
been  made  ufe  of  by  him,  in  compofing  this 
famous  Work.— To  which  I  fhall  likewife  add 
a  Catalogue  of  fuch  others  as  he  has  mentioned, 
or  referred  to,  but,  which  (as  I  have  proved 
before)  he  never  has  Read,  nor  is  capable  of 
Reading.  So  that  his  Admirers  may  here  fee 
at  one  View,  how  much  his  great  Reading 
amounts  to,  how  boldly  he  has  played  the 
Plagiary,  and  how  impudently  quoted  Au¬ 
thors,  of  whom  he  knew  only  the  Names, 

■  i  -« 

Books  from  whence  the  Author  of 

Merryland  has  borrowed  Affiftance,  viz. 

i.  ir'% R  Cheyne’s  Effay  on  Regimen, 
JLJP  2.  Gordons  Geographical  Grammar. 

3.  Bifhop  of  Londons  Tranflation  of  Camden s 

Britannia ,  at  lead  the  Dedication,  and 
fome  other  Parts  of  it. 

4,  Chamberiayne  s  Prefent  State  of  England. 

c.  SaU 


Some  few  Paflfa- 
ges  of  each,  or 
>  Quotations  from 
’  them  in  other 
Authors. 
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g,  Salmon's  Modem  Hiftory ;  or,  Prefent  State 
of  all  Nations,  at  leaft  the  Introduction 
to  it. 

6.  A  few  of  the  Sea-Terms  in  Collins  s  Coaft- 

/■  * 

ing  Pilot. 

7.  Maundreir s  Journey  from" 

Aleppo  to  Jerufalem. 

8.  LeBruyris  Voyag.  au  Le¬ 

vant. 

9.  Kercher . 

10.  Mr  Boyle . 

11.  Maurriceaus  Midwifry.  j 

12.  Four  Lines  of  Lucretius .1 

13.  Four  or  five  Lines  of 
Virgil . 

14.  Three  Lines  of  Plautus . 

15.  Four  Lines  of  a 

Satire,  called  Scamnum. 

36.  Part  of  Laurent ius  De 
Senf.  Org . 

17.  Part  of  Chaucers  Works. 

18.  Two  Lines  of  Pope's  Homer. 

19.  An  Article  in  Minjheus  Dictionary. 

20.  Three  or  four  Texts  of  Scripture. 

21.  Part  of  the  Common-Prayer. 

22.  The  Champion. 

23.  Sir  Richard  Mannyngham' s  Advertifement 
of  his  LeCtures  on  Midwifry. 

24.  Two  Quack  Advertifements,  of  the  Royal 
Beautifying  Fluid. 

o.  Dr  Cam's  EleSluarium  Mirabile. 


By  Help  of  En- 
*  glifh  T  ranflations. 


Books 
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I 

f  56  ] 

* 

Books  Quoted  by  our  Author, 
which  He  neither  Has  nor  Can  Read,  viz. 

1.  dT^SLuverius.  2.  Ortelius.  3.  Cellar  ius. 

4.  Berofus.  5.  Herodotus.  6.  Mini- 
?iermus.  7.  Her odi anus .  8.  John  *Trevifa , 

De  Proprietatibus  Rerum.  9.  An  Arabian 
Geographical  Lexicographer.  10. .  Scbultens 
GeographicaHCommentary. 

Thus  have  I  (hewn  the  Total  Amount 
of  his  Learning  and  Ignorance  5  faithfully  col¬ 
lected  from  his  own  Pamphlet,  which  is  the 
beft  Authority  that  can  be  quoted  in  this  Cafe : 
I  fhall  make  no  farther  Obfervatioi)  on  this 
Catalogue,  than  — —  Rifum  Teneatis  Amici . 


PINT  S. 
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